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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 
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that makest thy boast of the law through breaking the 
law, dishonorest thou God? For the name of God is 
blasphemed among the Gentiles through you." (Romans 
2: 21-24.) 

It cannot be denied that the greatest obstacle to the 
more general adoption of the principles of Christ and of 
the reception of the Gospel exists in the inconsistency 
between the principles and practice of those who call 
themselves Christian men. Heathen nations are justified 
in refusing to listen to nations who invade their shores 
with missionaries and Maxim guns, and in the same 
breath demand the surrender of their beliefs and of 
their lands. 

It will doubtless be objected that the teachings of 
Christ, though very noble and lofty, are impracticable 
for humanity to adopt ; that to do so would require a 
complete remodeling of society, for which we are not yet 
ready, and that we cannot see the way clear to put them 
wholly in practice. But if we cannot accept Christ's 
teachings ourselves, why, in the name of common sense, 
should we preach them to others ? If we cannot organize 
our own state upon really Christian lines, why should 
we devastate China with fire and sword because she 
cannot do what we find impossible? Has Christendom 
ever given heathenism any practical evidence of the 
benefit of accepting Christianity ? 

In place of universal prayer for the extension of the 
Gospel, it would be far more to the point that Christen- 
dom should confess that it has almost wholly failed to 
act upon the principles of Christ, and has continued to 
put in practice the very principles he condemned. Uni- 
versal confession of this fact and the concentration of 
the efforts of all thoughtful men upon the discovery of 
the way in which Christendom can be made Christian is 
what is needed, and if we open the century with this, it 
cannot but be that a real stride will be made in its 
course towards its accomplishment. 

There has never before been a time in the life of the 
world when such a thing was so possible. The failures 
of the past are so patent, the consciences of so many are 
aroused, the study of sociology has progressed so far, 
that if we are only willing to confess that as Christians 
we have wholly failed to do what we should have done, 
and sincerely begin to seek to find the way by which 
Christ's teachings may be genuinely adopted, and then 
will apply all our energies to the work, no one can doubt 
that God will guide us ultimately to the full solution of 
the problem. 

I do not wish to seem to ignore the large amount of 
private work done by devoted men and women for the 
betterment of society, though it must not be forgotten 
that many of these workers on the principles of Christ 
are not professors of Christianity as a religion. My 
point is that the time has come when the Church of God 
as a whole should confess that it has forgotten the prin- 
ciples of Christ and fallen back upon primitive and 
pagan social ideas, and should begin with humiliation for 
the past and determination for the future to live up to 
its calling, to seek to Christianize Christendom. When 
the Church has fairly begun this, there will be no need 
to pray for the evangelization of the world. 

I cannot see any more than others how this is to be 
done, beyond what I have said. The first step is to 



recognize and confess that we have gone wrong, and 
then, with prayer to God for guidance and the strenuous 
use of all the helps available, to search out the way to 
amend. I make the suggestion that, wherever Chris- 
tianity is professed, the heads of all religious bodies 
should appoint a week of confession and humiliation for 
this purpose, with prayer that the Church may be guided 
by God into conformity with her Master's teachings. 
The last week of Lent, from March 31 to April 6, would 
be a natural time for the great majority of the Christian 
world. — New York Times, January 4- 



Myself and You. 

BY H. LAVINIA BAILY. • 

There are only myself and you in the world, 

There are only myself and you; 
'Tis clear, then, that I unto you should be kind, 

And that you unto me should be true. 

And if I unto you could be always kind, 

And you unto me could be true, 
Then the criminal courts might all be adjourned, 

And the sword would have nothing to do. 

A few fertile acres are all that I need, — 

Not more than a hundred or two, — 
And the great, wide earth holds enough, I am sure, 

Enough for. myself and for you. 

The sweet air of heaven is free to us all; 

Upon all fall the rain and the dew; 
And the glorious sun in his cycle of light 

Shines alike on myself and on you. 

The infinite love is as broad as the sky, 

And as deep as the ocean's blue, 
We may breathe it, bathe in it, live in it, aye, 

It is life for myself and for you. 

And the Christ who came when the angels sang 

Will come, if the song we renew, 
And reign in his kingdom, — the Prince of Peace, — 

Keigning over myself and you. 

O then may I be unto you always kind, 

And you unto me always true ; 
So the land may rest from its turmoil and strife, 

And the sword may have nothing to do. 

Richmond, Ind. 
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New Books. 

Put up Thy Sword. A Study of War. By James 
H. MacLaren. New York and Chicago : The Fleming 
H. Revell Company. 12mo, cloth. 191 pages. Price, $1. 

This is a radical piece of work, though somewhat too 
general and compilatory in style. The author's position 
is that "war is entirely wrong in its nature, wrong in 
principle, wrong from every point of view, that no straw 
of argument in its favor can stand unbroken." He ap- 
peals, primarily, to Christ as the supreme authority in 
the matter, and shows that the spirit and precepts of 
Jesus are such as to make war entirely incompatible 
therewith. The argument is conducted in the form of a 
dialogue between Brain and Brawn. There is not much 
that is new in the argument on either side. Brawn 
brings forward the usual stock arguments of the defenders 



